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ARTICLE 11 OF CHAPTER 1304
OF THE GENERAL STATUTES OF NORYTH CAROLINA

SANITARY SEWAGE SYSTEMS

§ 130A-333. Purpose.--The General Asgembly finds and de-
clares that continue% installation, at a rapidly and constantly
accelerating rate, of septic tank systems and other types of
sanitary sewage systems in a faulty or improper manner and in
areas where unsuitable so0il and population density adversely
affect the efficiency and functioning of these systems, has a
detrimental effect on the public health and environment through
contamination of land, groundwater and surface waters. Recog-
nizing, however, that sewage can be rendered ecologically safe
and the public health protected if methods of sewage collec-
tion, treatment and disposal are properly vregulated and recog-
nizing that sanitary sewage collection, treatment and disposal
will continue to be necessary to meet the needs of an expanding
population, the General Assembly intends to ensure the regula-
tlon of sewage collection, treatment and disposal systems so

that these systems may continue to be used, where appropriate,
without jeopardizing the public health.

§  130A-334. Definitions.-~The following deiinitions shall
apply throughout this Article:

(1) "Construction" means any work at the site of placement
done for the purpose of preparing a residence, place of busi-
ness or place of public assembly for initial occupancy, or sub-
sequent additions or modifications which increase sewage flow.

(2) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, c. 462, s. 18, effective
June 24, 1985,

(3) 'Location" means the initiel placement for occupancy of
a residence, place of business or place of public assembly.

(4), (5) Repealed by Session Laws 1985, ¢« 462, s. 18,
effective June 24, 1985.

(6) 'Place of business" means sa store, warehouse, manufac-
turing establishment, place of amusement or recreation, service
station, office building or any other place where people work.

(7) "Place of public assembly" means a fairground, audito-
rium, stadium, church, campground, theater or any other place
where people assemble.

(8) "Public or community sewage system'" means a single sys-
tem of sewage collection, treatment and disposal owned and
operated by a sanitary district, a metropolican sewage dis-
trict, a water and sewer authority, a county or municipality or
a public utility.

(9) '"Relocation" means the displacement of a residence or
place of business from one site to another.

(10) "Residence" wmeans a private home, dwelling unit in a
multiple family structure, hotel, motel, summer camp, labor

work camp, manufactured home, institution or any other place
where people reside.




(11) 'Sanitary sewage system" means a complete system of sew-
age collection, treatment and disposal including approved priv-
ies, septic tank Systems, connection to public or community
sewage systems, sewage reuse or recycle systems, mechanical or
bilological treatment systems, or other such systems.

Properly managed chemical toilets used only for human waste
at mass gatherings, construction sites and labor work camps are
considered sanitary sewage systems.

(12) "Septic tank system" means a subsurface sanitary sewage
system consisting of a settling tank and a subsurface disposal
field.

(13) '"'Sewage' means the liquid and solid human body waste and
liquid waste generated by water-using fixtures and appliances,
including those associated with foodhandling. The term does
not include industrial process wastewater or sewage that is
combined with industrial process wastewater,

§ 130A-335. Sanitary sewage collection, treatment and dis-
posal; rules,

(a) A person owning or controlling a residence, place of
business or a place of public assembly shall provide a sanitary
Sewage system. A sanltary sewage system may include components
for collection, treatment and disposal of sewage.

(b) Any public or community sanitary sewage system and any
sanitary sewage system which is designed to discharge effluent
to the land surface or surface waters shall be approved by the
Degartment of Natural Resources and Community Development under
rules adopted by the Environmental Management Commission. All
other sanitary sewage systems shall be approved by the Depart-
ment of Human Resources under rules adopted by the Commission
for Health Services.

(c) A sanitary sewage system subject to approval under rules
of the Commission shall be reviewed and approved under rules of
a local board of health in the following circumstances:

(1) The local board of health, on its own motion, has
requested the Department to review its proposed
rules concerning sanitary sewage systems; and

(2) The local board of health has adopted by reference
the sanitary sewage system rules adopted Dby the
Commission, with any more stringent modifications
or additions deemed necessary by the local bouard of
health to protect the public health; and

(3) The Department has found that the rules of the
local board of health concerning sanitary sewage
collection, treatment and digposal systems are at
least as stringent as the Commission's rules, and
are sufficient and necessary to safeguard the pub-
lic health,.

(d) The Department may, upon its own motion, upon the re-
quest of a local board of health or upon the request of a citi-
zen of an affected county, review its findings under subsection
(¢) of this section. The Department shall review its findings
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under subsection (c) of this section upon modification of the
Commission's sanitary sewage system rules. The Department mnay
deny, suspend, or revoke the approval of local board of health
sanitary sewage system rules upon a finding that the 1local
sewage rules are not as stringent as the Commission's rules,
are not sufficient and necessary to safeguard the public
health, or are not belng enforced. Sugspension and revocation
of approval shall be in accordance with G.S. 130A-23,

(e) The rules of the Commission and the rules of the local
board of health shall address at least the following: Sewage
characteristics; Design unit; Design capacity; Design volume;
Criteria for the design, installation, operation, maintenance
and performance of sanitary sewage collection, treatment and
disposal systems; Soil morphology and drainage; Topography and
landscape position; Depth to seasonally high water table, rock
and water impeding formations; Proximity to water supply wells,
shellfish waters, estuaries, marshes, wetlands, areas subject
to frequent flooding, streams, lakes, swamps and other bodies
of surface or groundwaters; Density of sanitary sewage collec-
tion, treatment and disposal systems in a geographical area;
Requirements for issuance, suspension and revocation of per-
mits; and OQther factors which affect the effective operation
and performance of sanitary sewage collection, treatment and
disposal systems. The rules regarding required design capacity
and required design volume for sanitary sewage systems shall
provide that exceptions may be granted upon a showing that a
system is adequate to meet actual daily water consumption.

(f) The rules of the Commission and the rules of the local
board of health shall classify sanitary systems of sewage col-
lection, treatment and disposal according to size, type of
treatment and any other appropriate factors. The rules shall
provide construction requirements, standards for operation and
ownership requirements for each classification of sanitary sys-
tems of sewage collection, treatment and disposal in order to
prevent, as far as reasonably possible, any contamination of
the land, groundwater and surface waters. The Department and
local health departments may impose conditions on the issuance
of permits and may revoke the permits for failure of the systen
to satisfy the conditions, the rules or this Article. The per-
mits shall be valid for a period prescribed by the rules and
may be renewed upon a showing satisfactory to the Department or
the local health department that the system is in compliance
with the current rules and this Article.

§ 130A-336. Improvement permit required.

(a) No person shall commence or assist in the construction,
location or relocation of a residence, place of business or
place of public assembly in an area not served by an approved
sanitary sewage system unless an improvement permit is obtained
from the local health department. This requirement shall not
apply to a residence exhibited for sale or stored for later
sale and intended to be located at another site after sale.
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